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More than a century of achievement

British women have played a prominent role in aviation from the beginning and many
became household names in their day. As early as 1905 Dolly Shepherd, a renowned
parachutist of exceptional courage entertained the crowds by ascending to heights of up
to 4,000 feet on a trapeze slung below a hot air balloon before descending by
parachute to great acclaim.

However, Hilda B Hewlett, Billie to her friends, was the first in what
is a long line of British women aviation pioneers and record-breakers.
A mother of two, she learned to fly at the flying school she ran with

.| her business partner at the Brooklands motor racing circuit in Surrey
and received her pilot’s licence on 29th August 1911 at the age of 47.
Later that year she taught her son to fly. A Naval officer, he was the first,
and possibly only military pilot to be trained by his mother. Hilda went
on to own and run an aircraft factory that produced aircraft for
World War One and trained women for the workforce.

In the 1920s Lady Mary Bailey became the first woman to fly solo from England to
South Africa and Mary Russell, Duchess of Bedford made a record-breaking flight from
England to Karachi and back.

In 1930 Mildred, the Hon Mrs Victor Bruce, set out after only 40 hours flying
experience to become the first woman to fly around the world alone (crossing the
oceans by ship), thus also being the first person to fly from England to Japan and
the first to fly the Yellow Sea. Mildred helped pioneer mid-air refuelling in Brltaln and
was a major force in pre-war commercial aviation, establishing

several freight and passenger airlines. Her factory rebuilt

damaged RAF planes during World War II. During the 1930s

Amy Johnson became the first woman to make a solo flight

from England to Australia and set and broke many other

long-distance records. In 1934 Jean Batten beat Amy's time

by more than 4 days on her solo flight from England to

Australia and went on to complete the first England -

Australia round trip by a woman. Beryl Markham became the first person to fly solo
across the Atlantic Ocean in an east to west direction in 1936 - a difficult feat against
prevailing headwinds.

At the outbreak of World War Il many women who had learned to fly in the 1920s and
30s were keen to use their skills to help the war effort and in 1940 the women'’s branch
of the Air Transport Auxiliary (ATA), with Pauline Gower at its head, took on its first
women to ferry planes to operational squadrons.




Amy Johnson, Joan Hughes, Lettice Curtis, the first

woman to be cleared to fly 4-engine bombers, Jackie

Moggridge, Freydis Sharland, future founding Chairman

of the BWPA, Jean Lennox Bird, Ann Welch and Diana

. Barnato Walker are just a handful of the many women

who flew for the ATA. The ATA was disbanded after the war but a number of the women

continued flying: some as instructors, a very few fought hard to be employed as airline

pilots and the rest flew purely recreationally. It was a group of these ex-ATA pilots who
founded the BWPA in 1955.

Turned down by the ATA because her engineering expertise was of more use
elsewhere, Anne Burns became a world expert on Clear Air Turbulence. She took up
gliding in 1954 and by 1961 she held 10 of the 11 UK women's records. Anne Welch
was a leading light in the gliding world from 1938 until the mid-1960s, when she moved
on to become closely involved with the development of hang-gliding and paragliding.

In 1952 Jean Lennox Bird became the first woman pilot to gain her RAF wings as a
member of the WRAF Volunteer Reserve, with 3100 hours experience on more than 90
aircraft types. Diana Barnato Walker became the
first British woman to break the sound barrier in
1963, in a Lightning T4 jet fighter. Sheila Scott made
her mark in the 1960s by breaking over 100 aviation
records through her long distance flight endeavours,
which included a 34,000-mile “world and a half”
flight in 1971. On this flight, she became the first
person to fly over the North Pole in a small aircraft.

In more recent times Julie Gibson became the RAF’s first full-
time female pilot in 1991 and Jo Salter became the RAF’s first
female fast jet pilot in 1992. Flt Lt Michelle Goodman was the
first woman to be awarded the DFC in 2008 and former
BWPA scholarship winner Flt Lt Kirsty Moore became the
Red Arrows'’ first female display pilot in 2010.

Other notable women include Lynne Barton, British Airways’

first female pilot, 1987, Judy Leden, multi-World Champion

and World record-holding hang glider and paraglider pilot, 1980s to present; Barbara
Harmer, the first British female Concorde pilot, 1992; Jennifer Murray, the first
woman to circumnavigate the world solo by helicopter, 2000; Polly Vacher, fund-raiser
for Flying Scholarships for the Disabled through her long-distance solo flights
between 2001 and 2007; and Caroline Gough-Cooper, Ladies’ World Helicopter
Champion, 2002 and 2005.
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QUALIFICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

MEMBERSHIP IS OPEN TO WOMEN, MEN, FLYERS AND NON-FLYERS ALIKE

FULL MEMBERSHIP is open to women who hold or have held at least a UK PPL, NPPL,
Gliding Bronze or appropriate qualification in another flying discipline, or the foreign
equivalent of any of these.

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP is open to women training for the above licences and to men
and women interested in furthering the aims of the association

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP is available to full and associate Members who wish to include
their parents, partners and children under 17 years of age.

Whether you are just starting to learn to fly or are already qualified, we can offer
you advice on training, careers, scholarships and other flying opportunities.
You can also take advantage of regular events, both national and local, including
visits to places of aviation interest, fly-ins, training days and formal and informal
get-togethers. We produce a quarterly newsletter, fund an annual scholarship and
present a variety of awards each year. Above all, you will have the opportunity to
meet and enjoy the company of other like-minded aviation enthusiasts.

For a taste of our events programme, read reports of recent activities, download a
membership application form or to contact us via email, please visit our website:

www.bwpa.co.uk

New members welcome!





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


